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By JUNE A. OSTERBERG 
 

 San Francisco's fine state-of-the-art 
Cruise Terminal did not die aborning.  It 
just disappeared behind the garish 
temporary constructions of America's 
Cup 34 for many months. 
  According to plan, the America's Cup 
Event Authority took over the new 
terminal building at Pier 27 in March and 
is using the entire upper floor for private 
corporate hospitality. 
  THE MEDIA center is occupying 60 
per cent of the lower floor.  The rest is a 
"sports  bar" that is open to the public 
except when reserved after hours for 
private functions. 
  There also is a 5,000 sq. ft. Nespresso 
coffee lounge area available to the public 
during "park operating hours," according 
to a Port memo. 
  The Event Authority agreement with 
the Port for the use of the building and 
adjacent open space terminates October 
31, after the races. 
  THE FIRST cruise ship is expected 
to tie up and its passengers enter the (Continued on Page 2) 

By JUNE A. OSTERBERG 
 

 Not all legislation that comes out of 
Sacramento attracts the attention and 
concern that Plan Bay Area has. 
 Its adoption in July assures that the 
implementation of it continues to inspire 
questions and perhaps dread.  The Plan 
foresees that there will be 2.1 million new 
residents by 2040. 
 Considering that the Bay Area includes 
101 cities, with a great diversity of 
elements and characteristics, one could 
mention that the only commonality may be 
the Bay itself. 
 WHAT DOES the Plan portend for the 
Northeast Waterfront community and the 
city as a whole?  What is Plan Bay Area? 
 Its creators have given this answer: 
 "Plan Bay Area is a state-mandated, 
integrated long-range transportation and 
housing plan that will support a growing 
economy, provide more housing and 
transportation choices, and reduce 
transportation related pollution in the nine-
county San Francisco Bay Area. 
 "It builds on earlier efforts to develop 
an efficient transportation network and 
grow in a financially and environmentally 
responsible way.   It is a work in progress 
that will be updated every four years to 
reflect new priorities. 
 "By planning now, we will create a Bay 
Area we will be proud to leave future 
generations." 
 SINCE IT IS about transportation and 
housing, two very big local issues, the 
Record wants to clarify that they are still 
the purview of local authorities. 
 While creating the Plan was "state-
mandated," the Plan itself is not mandated. 
 Continuing with an attempt to describe 
the far-reaching plan: 
 It came about because of SB 375, which 
does require all California regions to 
complete a Sustainable Communications 
Strategy (SCS) as part of a Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP). 
 "SB 375 requires California's 18 
metropolitan areas to integrate 
transportation, land use and housing as 

SOON, CRUISE SHIPS--Hidden behind the America’s Cup signage is a state of the 
art structure that will become The City’s Cruise Terminal. Photo by NBC Bay Area.. 

Cruise Terminal Sporting Temporary Disguise 
James R. Herman Cruise Terminal in 
the fall of 2014. 
  Between the 66 or more calls a year 
the Terminal will be used as an event 
space by the Port. 
  THE LARGE lighted sign PORT 
OF SAN FRANCISCO is up on the 
facility. 
  In April, Port staff estimated that the 
Cruise Terminal will generate between 
$4.3 million and $5.4 million for the 
Port annually. 
  The important new Port jewel in the 
process of being realized requires an 
operator, and the Port issued a Request 
for Proposals (RFP) for management 
purposes.  Two proposals were 
received.  The better proposal of Metro 
Cruise Services, LLC, was selected by 
an evaluation panel. 
  NEGOTIATIONS leading to a 
management agreement between the 
Port and Metro are under way.  Metro 
has been managing the Port's current 
cruise facilities, such as Pier 35, for 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Waterfront Playground Grand Opening Waterfront Playground Grand Opening Waterfront Playground Grand Opening Waterfront Playground Grand Opening     Tough Decisions 
With Plan Bay Area 

part of an SCS to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions from cars and light-duty trucks. 
 "In the Bay Area, this requires the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
(MTC) and the Association of Bay Area 
Governments (ABAG) to adopt an 'SCS' 
that meets greenhouse gas reduction 
targets adopted by the California Air 
Resources Board." 
 THE TWO agencies worked with the 
Bay Area Quality Management District 
and the BCDC (Bay Conservation and 
Development District), which will in turn 
allow local communities, agencies and 
stakeholders to obtain broad public input 
in preparation of Plan Bay Area, which 
has been done. 
 The MTC has 18 voting Commis-
sioners of whom 16 are appointed by local 
elected officials.  As for ABAG, this 
agency provides "a forum for local 
jurisdictions to work at issues with 
impacts that cross jurisdictional 
boundaries. 
 Priority Development Areas is the 
name that will be given to locally 
designated areas within existing 
communities that have been identified and 
approved by local cities for future 
growth...typically, accessible to transit, 
jobs, shopping and other services. 
 LOCAL JURISDICTIONS still 
determine land use and where future 
development will occur.  Local zoning 
laws still will apply, it is promised. 
 The statement in the draft plan that 
raised eyebrows was that "SB 375 
provides CEQA streamlining benefits that 
local jurisdictions can take advantage of, 
but the Plan Bay Area EIR (which also 
was approved), does not preclude future 
environmental review. 
 "Plan Bay Area does not require local 
governments to implement regional 
requirements in order to receive 
transportation funding. 
 "The majority of funding in the Plan 
($232 billion, or 80%) is already 
committed for specific purposes.  The 
remaining $57 billion in revenues are 
available for assignment through the 
plan." 
 GOING BACK to the original impetus 
for the Plan: 
 "Lowering greenhouse gas emissions 

many years. 
  Port staff stated in April that Phase 2 
construction will begin when the 
America's Cup Event concludes and 
surrenders the property back to the Port 
in November. 
  Then Turner Construction Company 
will finish remaining portions of the 
cruise terminal project. 
   The 2.5 acre Northeast Wharf Plaza 
on The Embarcadero will be built out on 
the open space.  The apron and 
substructure will be repaired, and 
facilities for the U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection will be constructed. 
  Turner will put in lighting, and 
maritime equipment such as a mobile 
gangway system, as well as fenders and 
bollards. 
  Miscellaneous furniture and 
equipment and accommodations for 
luggage handling, passenger flow, and 
for crowd control and security barriers, 
will go in. 
  Familiar gangways are a thing of the 

(Continued on Page 4) 

FUN GALORE—
July 20 was a  

momentous day for  
improving services 
for children in the 

Barbary Coast 
area.  The Water-
front Playground, 

now formally 
known as The 

Playground at Sue 
Bierman Park, 

celebrated its rib-
bon cutting with a 
host of civic lead-
ers and hundreds 

of parents and 
kids.  Nearly $1 

million was raised 
from generous 

families and cor-
porations to build 

the new facility.  
Contributing 

$250,000 was 
Zynga.org. 

Photo by SF Rec and 
Parks Dept. 

past.  Instead there will be an 
articulated passenger bridge between 
the building and the ship. 
  The James R. Herman Cruise 
Terminal, when completed, will 
accommodate mega ships now sailing 
and being built with 4,200 to 5,000 
passenger capacity.  But many ships 
tying up here will be of the current 
design of 2,600 with a crew of 1,200. 
  The Cruise Terminal has been a goal 
for a long time and is a major project 
for the Port, undertaken on its own.  It 
will be a feather in the cap for the Port 
and a great thing for San Francisco's 
waterfront. 

New Cruise Terminal Has Temporary Disguise 
(Continued from Page 1) 

(Continued from Page 1) 

UNDER THE FAÇADE—After the Amer-

ica’s Cup 34 competition is completed, the 

SF Cruise Terminal will look like this. 
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• The City’s Democratic Party offi-
cially urged voters to reject the 
height increase on Measure C.  The 
Party Committee was scheduled to 
vote on the oddly named Measure 
B known as “8 Washington Parks, 
Public Access and Housing Initia-
tive” on Aug. 14.  “There is only 
one tiny postage-sized park in the 
development. Not parks, plural,” 
said William Sauro, former BCNA 
President. “This is really a very 

deceptive name for an initiative.” 

• In addition to the Democratic 
Party, the No Wall group got the 
support of the Sierra Club, Coali-
tion of SF Neighborhoods, Afford-
able Housing Alliance, SF Tenants 
Union, Housing Rights Committee, 
Harvey Milk Demo Club, SF To-
morrow, Senior Disability Action, 
and other groups.  All are urging 
their members to vote “No” on 

Measure C. 

• The pro-8 Washington group put 
up their own video on YouTube 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VF6OrFcwzn0 that included 
comments from celebrity chef Mi-
chael Chiarello.  Former Supervi-
sor Aaron Peskin then commented, 
“The 8 Washington project is so 
badly half-baked the desperate 
Simon Snellgrove (of developer 
Pacific Waterfront Partners) has 
now called in a "celebrity 
chef" (who is also his tenant) to 
appear in his "raise the height lim-
its" video. But when the election 
comes we will show that SF voters 
aren't going to eat this deceptive 

dish.” 

• District 3 Supervisor and Board 
President David Chiu succeeded in 
putting some logic into the election 
process, but getting the Supervisors 
to agree to not require that the 
whole Referendum on the height 
increase be printed in the Voter 
Information Pamphlet.  This sensi-
ble solution will save taxpayers 
about $1.5 million by not having a 

pamphlet the size of a phone book. 

 The November 5, 2013 City Elec-
tion in San Francisco would normally 
be a fairly boring undertaking, with 
only four elected offices being mar-
ginally contested.  However, this is 
not the case due to two words:  8 

Washington. 

 In what has become one of the 
most contentious development pro-
jects in San Francisco history, two 
competing Ballot Measures will be 
fighting to get voters’ consideration to 
determine the fate of a massive hous-
ing and parking project that would 
basically eliminate the recreation area 
known as the Golden Gateway Tennis 

and Swim Club. 

 ALTHOUGH there will be a fit-
ness center and pool facilities at the 
proposed 8 Washington, few believe 
that the “new” private recreation area 
will be available to middle class San 

Franciscans as the current center is. 

 The proposed project would cre-
ate a 136-foot-high condo building at 
the corner of Drumm and Washington 
streets, a height twice as high as the 

old Embarcadero Freeway. 

 On August 5, the City’s Ballot 

Simplification Committee held 
lengthy hearings to finalize the word-
ing of the two Ballot Measures’ digest 
descriptions--the short recap of the 
proposals that are critical to voter un-

derstanding. 

 The “No Wall on the Waterfront” 
development foes won several battles 

8 Washington Moves To The Ballot Box 
on the digest wording of the devel-
oper’s counter initiative, including 
adding a reference to the height in-
crease for the project if you vote 

“Yes.” 

 At the same time, the pro-
development forces succeeded in 
having several of their digest sug-
gestions included in the final ver-
sion. 
 ON THE SAME day, the City’s 
Department of Elections flipped a 
coin and determined that the devel-
oper’s initiative would be “Measure 
B” and the No Wall referendum 
would be “Measure C.”  There are 
only four measures on the Ballot. 
The others involve City retirees’ 
health care fund and another on pre-
scription drug purchasing. 
 At the same time, the No Wall 
Referendum Committee released a 
new video narrated by former SF 
Mayor Art Agnos that they claim 
dispels many of the untruths that the 
development’s proponents have 
been propagating.  It is viewable on 
YouTube at https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=cujWdElxCHk. 
 Since we last reported on this 

important issue, 
there have been a 
number of inter-
esting develop-
ments: 
• The treasurer 
for the campaign 
to approve 8 
Washington sent 
letters to the IRS, 
the state Attorney 
General, the Fair 
Political Practices 
Commission and 
other agencies 

requesting investigations alleg-
ing that Friends of Golden Gate-
way (FOGG) is violating tax 
and campaign disclosure laws.  
FOGG insists they’ve done 
nothing wrong.  “They’re pull-
ing out all the stops, aren’t 
they?” said Lee Radner, FOGG 
chair. 

 

In its video, No Wall supporters show that the Drumm condo 

building will be twice the height of the Embarcadero Freeway. 
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Embarcadero Center Gets Decor Upgrade 

wood) for the decking material and 
furniture. Galanter & Jones in SoMa 
made the cast stone benches with inte-
grated heating. 
 More details on events and mer-
chants are online at embarcaderocen-
ter.com. 

Construction Is Underway On 
Second Phase Of Broadway 
Family Housing Project 

BCNA Gets Presentation 
On Controversial “Congestion 
Pricing”  Traffic Concept 

It’s being done in London, Stockholm 
and other areas… charging motorists to 
drive into congested areas of a city.  But is 
this something that might work in San Fran-
cisco? 

At the BCNA’s August 4 Sunday Social 
representatives of the San Francisco County 
Transportation Authority (SFCTA) made a 
presentation on this controversial concept. 

SFCTA Planners Rachel Hiatt and Zabe 
Bent gave a detailed overview of conges-
tion pricing and offered some specifics on 
what it would look like in San Francisco. 

THE AREA selected as most needing 
congestion pricing is the Northeast portion 
of The City, from Laguna Street east to the 
Bay and from 18th Street north to Fort Ma-
son. 

In their presentation, Bent explained that 
motorists would be charged to enter the 
“congestion zone” during rush hours only, 
not during mid-day or late at night.  A fee 
of $3 per vehicle per trip into the zone has 
been recommended as a beginning number. 

However, in their proposal the planners 
said that residents who live inside a conges-
tion zone would get a 50% discount off the 
$3, or $1.50 to enter the area. 

THEIR RESEARCH showed that this 
approach would reduce traffic by 12%, 
speed up trips, reduce greenhouse gases, 
and raise $60-$80 million for transit and 
pedestrian improvements. 

“Given the high level of innovation as-
sociated with congestion pricing, a meas-
ured way to move forward is through a pilot 
program,” said Hiatt.  “A real-time evalua-
tion could be made for 6-12 months before 
the city adopts the program permanently,” 
she added. 

Their surveys showed that 60% of San 
Francisco residents responding favored 
congestion pricing on either a permanent or 
pilot program basis. 

MEMBERS OF the BCNA asked ques-
tions concerning the fairness of forcing cur-
rent residents of the Northeast portion of 
the city to pay a congestion fee just for 
driving home or coming back from shop-
ping. 

The planners stated that there would be 
substantial benefits beyond traffic improve-
ment which BCNA residents would experi-
ence. 

More information is available at http://
www.sfmobility.com/. 

protects public health, lowers energy 
consumption, and reduces our 
contributions to global warming. 
 "More immediately, strategies to 
reduce emissions emphasize creating 
more options to take public transit, walk 
or use a bicycle for transportation instead 
of a car, when available and appro-
priate..." 
 Key to all the above would seem to be 
to keep in touch with local decision 
makers. 

 

By GERI KOEPPEL 

 The Embarcadero Center’s public 
seating in its retail areas got a facelift this 
summer as the cold, gray concrete 
benches were replaced by welcoming 
wood tables and chairs, heated decorative 
benches and eye-catching sculptures in 
buildings 2 and 3. 
 Further remodeling will be completed 
in mid-September, and a celebration 
open to the public is slated for 5 p.m. 
Sept. 26.  
 “We wanted to remove the fountains 
and create an open, urban patio environ-
ment to attract pedestrians to the Center 
and to create an additional amenity for 
our tenants in the office towers,” said 
Aaron Fenton, development manager for 
Boston Properties, which has owned and 
managed the Embarcadero Center since 
1998.   
 ALL OF THE patios face south, he 
added, so they get plenty of sunlight and 
are protected from the wind. It creates a 
more comfortable space for eating lunch, 
having coffee or people watching. 
 RTKL architectural firm out of Los 
Angeles did the master planning for the 
new spaces using cast-in-place concrete 
planters and a sustainable natural hard-
wood called IPE (high performance 

 The second phase of Broadway 
Family Housing here in the Barbary 
Coast is taking shape. 
 The long vacant lot on the south 
side of Broadway between Sansome 
and Battery is being developed by the 
Chinatown Community Development 
Center (CCDC) as affordable housing.   
 The site was a former part of the 
ramps to the Embarcadero Freeway. 
Back in 2006, the Mayor's Office of 
Housing sold the parcel to the Redevel-
opment Agency, and the CCDC project 
was approved in 2010. The dissolution 
of the Redevelopment Agency was 
probably what held the project back, 
but construction is starting to get un-
derway. 
 THE 100% affordable housing 
project includes a new eight-story 
building containing 75 units and ap-
proximately 2,900 sq.ft. of ground floor 
retail use. The mix includes 10 studios, 
36 1-bedroom units, 24 2-bedroom 
units, and 5 3-bedroom units, complete 
with a large roof garden.  
 According to the architects, the long 
site was split into two different design 
patterns to relate to the neighborhood—
a long Port-like "warehouse" near Bat-
tery and a more vertical stepped articu-
lation near Sansome. Now that con-
struction has gotten underway, the 
completion is slated for January 2015. 

Tough Decisions 
With Plan Bay Area 

(Continued from Page 2) 

JOIN OR RENEW YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE 

BCNA! 
 

Just Visit 
www.barbaryneighbors.org/joinup 
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Type of Membership: 

□ Individual Membership ............................................. $25 

□ Family Membership .................................................. $35 

□ Small Company Membership 

 (Fewer than 10 employees) ..................................... $50 

□ Large Company Membership 

 (10 or more employees) ......................................... $150 

Additional Contribution ........................... $_______ 

Total Enclosed ......................................... $_______ 

 

bottle of Cloudy Bay (Marlborough, NZ) 
Sauvignon Blanc after spotting some on 
the next table. They "had some in the 
back," as I expected they might. 

 ALL IN ALL, the food was defi-
nitely worth trying and it was a fun ex-
perience, if flawed. Prices here were very 
high, too, especially for wine. 

 As for the concert, the music of 
Tchaikovsky was exhilarating, but being 
al fresco, the musicians competed with 
horns and sirens from the Embarcadero 
and the occasional screech of a seabird. 
Also, the line was very long to get in, 
though it moved rather quickly. Things 
seemed disorganized; people had long 
waits at the rest rooms and concession 
stands. 

 The bleacher seating is extremely 
tight, too - there's barely enough room 
for an average-size person in each seat. 
We were packed in like hamsters, though 
the body heat we all generated was a 
blessing: The weather was downright 
freezing in the bleachers. We wore win-
ter coats, gloves, scarves, hats and cov-
ered up with a blanket, and were still 
frozen to the bone by the night's end and 
had to hustle home for hot chocolate. 

 IT'S NOT the best venue to see a 
show, that's for sure, but I'm glad I can 
say I did it, and the thrilling finale of the 
1812 Overture was a joyous reward for 
sticking it out. 

The America’s Cup Village Experience—Fun But Pricey 
"pop-up" restaurant, meaning a tempo-
rary venue. One of New Zealand's top 
chefs was enlisted to create the menu, 
which leans heavily to seafood (not 
surprising) but also features New Zea-
land lamb chops and other specialties. 
 THE YELP REVIEWS I read be-
forehand were generally accurate: spar-
tan surroundings, great food, small 
portions and spotty service. Despite the 
fact that I read much of the staff are 
New Zealanders, we got a waiter who 
recently had moved from Phoenix 
(sigh). He was friendly but dingy. 
 We shared ceviche (wonderful) and 
salmon (spectacular) and then waited 
about 45 minutes for our third course, 
the snapper in coconut saffron sauce 
(outstanding). I'm pretty sure the waiter 
totally spaced our order and then 
blamed it on the kitchen not having the 
right kind of stoves to cook food 
quickly enough. Huh? When it came 
out, it was worth the wait, but then we 
didn't have time for dessert. 
 AFTERWARD at the concert, a 
group of four people seated in front of 
us arrived just before intermission. I 
heard them say they ate there, too, and 
service was very slow, which is why 
they were so late. 
 Though we'd read due to a partner-
ship with Napa wines they do not serve 
New Zealand wines anywhere in the 
America's Cup complex, we did snag a 

By GERI KOEPPEL 

 If you haven't yet taken a stroll to 
Piers 27 and 29 to see the America's Cup 
goings-on, it's worth a trip. 
 We went recently before the San 
Francisco Symphony concert at the 
America's Cup Pavilion.  There's a whole 
little village built out with things to see 
and do, even if you're not that enthused 
by the races. It's fun just to gawk at the 
multimillion-dollar yachts from around 
the globe berthed at the pier. We saw one 
from Bikini, Marshall Islands, and one 
from Nelson, New Zealand, among oth-
ers. 
 THERE'S SOMETHING for just 
about everyone here, too. Love to shop 
till you drop? Hit the Louis Vuitton, 
Puma and team merchandise stores. Kids 
in tow? Visit the Kids' Zone or Flying on 
Water exhibit. Need a pick-me-up? The 
Nespresso cafe serves up some fine java, 
and you can drool over their high-end 
coffeemakers—including one made ex-
pressly for the America's Cup. 
 Craving an adult beverage?  The 
America's Cup Sports Bar is the place to 
be, or I highly recommend sampling a 
New Zealand draft at the beer garden 
(just don't get too relaxed on the lounge 
beds—yes, beds, outdoors at a bar; fancy 
that).  Take plenty of green: Prices here 
are high, as in higher than AT&T Park. 
 Another interesting element to food 
lovers is the Waiheke Island Yacht Club 

 
It’s Time For YOU To Join The 

BARBARY COAST NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
Yes, I want to JOIN OR RENEW my membership in the Barbary Coast Neighborhood Association for 2013.  
I have enclosed my check made payable to the BCNA corresponding to my membership type. 

 

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
San Francisco, CA  Zipcode ____________    
 
Phone ____________________+________ 
 
Email Address ______________________________________ 
 
@ _______________________________________ 
 
Please Mail To:    
BCNA 

640 Davis Street  #28 

San Francisco, CA  94111 
 
 

                                (Please Clip and Mail) 
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     At last, a water taxi service, convenient for our community, 
is up and running.  And soon there will be two, if all goes well. 

      It's a just-in-time situation, with the city going berserk:  de-
velopers calling the shots, considerable corruption, streets dug 
up, a deafening noise level, an unending throng of tourists, traf-
fic jams--and a shortage of taxis. 

      Actually, Tideline Marine Group has been operating since 
last October and is doing well.  It is based in Sausalito, but is of-
fering area-wide, on-demand, on-call service. 

      It has three near and quite close locations, for picking up and 
dropping off passengers.  Nearest is at Pier 1-1/2, and also at 
Pier 40 and at Hyde Street Harbor across from the Argonaut Ho-
tel. 

      Tideline has six-passenger boats and service 24 hours a day, 
carrying passengers to and from Marin County, Oakland, and 
Treasure Island, etc.--wherever there are landing facilities.  
Think Sam's in Tiburon, for instance. 

      For maps and rates, the online address is TidelineSF.com, 
and the phone is (415) 339-0196. 

      A second operator, San Francisco Water Taxi, is either now 
in business or soon will be. 

      Its "Lil Taxi" can hold up to 20 passengers and offers all-
day, hop-on, hop-off service.  No website at press time. 

 

 

BCNA 

 

      As predicted, 2013 has been a big year so far for city resi-
dents, with some unusual events.  But looking ahead to Fall, one 
of the traditional happenings will not take place this year. 

      The Navy's Blue Angels precision flying team will not be 
starring in our skies at Fleet Week in October, another conse-
quence of the government "sequester." 

      Major General Mike Myatt, chairman of the SF Fleet Week 
Assn., said that the Association "is continuing to plan other 
events at a reduced level." 

 

 

BCNA 

 
      Did you receive a letter from FEMA, the National Flood In-
surance Program? 

      It was a scary beginning and plug for flood insurance, espe-
cially for those already well warned about the oncoming sea 
level rise. 

      It urges homeowners to contact their insurance agent and 
lists two local agents, one in Daly City and one in San Bruno, 
trying for effect, and gives the online address FloodSmart.gov.  
Or one could call 1-888-724-6782. 

      On the Waterfront is here to serve. 

 

BCNA 

 

      This is a good place to state that the Record believes that 

whatever affects one part of the waterfront can have an effect on 
the other parts, even though it is a 7-1/2 mile waterfront at the top 
of a peninsula; and that we should not confine reporting or com-
ments to the boundaries of the BCNA. 

 We are about the quality of life and of news of possible inter-
est to our readers. 

 Therefore, let us note that in July the Port celebrated the 
opening of the long-planned Brannan Street Wharf at South 
Beach. 

 It is a two-acre park with 400 feet of lawn and cost $26 mil-
lion. 

 The Port's good press release said that "in addition to provid-
ing an exciting new plan for outdoor enjoyment, it also strength-
ens the underlying seawall for better earthquake responsiveness 
and is a means to absorb high tides as sea levels rise." 

 It is located on the former sites of Piers 34 and 36 
(demolished), south of the Ferry Building. 

     

BCNA 
 

 Over a period of years the Port also has been dealing with 
Pier 38, which was built in 1908, and had become a problem Port 
property. 

 It sought proposals for the Pier 38 Bulkhead Rehabilitation 
Project and had received two. 

 At the June 11 meeting of the Port Commission the two re-
spondents gave their proposals.  One of the respondents was--you 
guessed it—SF Waterfront Partners III LLC.  (See Page 3.) 

 

BCNA 
 

 The Port may be changing its collective mind about giving up 
on red-tagged Pier 31, third leg of the three-way Piers 27-29-31 
on the northern waterfront. 

 Recently it underwent a re-examination for its possible value, 
after repair, of further usefulness and being returned to the Port's 
portfolio of valuable leasing space.  Nothing definite yet, but a 
glimmer of high hopes. 

 Pier 31 had gone from its brilliant status as part of the large 
and important Pacific Far East Line of the many years of shipping 
and world trade, to facing a bleak ending while  27 and 29 were 
getting new lives as the principal cruise terminal and a public 
park close to the Bay. 

BCNA 

 

 Those who have attended a Port Commission meeting in re-
cent months might have been somewhat surprised that a new cus-
tom of everyone in the room standing to give the Pledge of Alle-
giance had been added to the agenda. 

  This came about because it was requested by Commissioner 
William (Willie) E. Adams, who was appointed to the traditional 
"Labor seat" on the Port Commission by Mayor Edwin Lee. 

 Adams is International Secretary-Treasurer of the ILWU.  
The Pledge comes right after the Commission starts its open 
meetings. 

    On The Waterfront    June 

Osterberg’s 
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Perhaps the fourth time is the charm.  
It was often described as a “cursed” 
location on Jackson--three restaurants 
gave the space a try in the last couple 
of decades:  Cypress Club, Scott 
Howard and Zinnia. But it always 
seemed that the place was closed for 
more years than operating as one of 
these restaurants. Now a new 
Japanese steakhouse, Roka Akor, is 
in the location, sporting a completely 
revamped gorgeous space and an 
enormous menu.  The whole place 
has been opened up. The old bar area 
is now a glassed private dining room, 
and windows have been enlarged to 
showcase the Jackson Square street 
scene.  The cocktail lounge, known 
as Roka | Bar, is downstairs and it’s 
a huge space with sexy lighting and 
lots of comfortable places to sit.  The 
food runs from sushi and sashimi to 
prime steaks with a variety of 
interesting sauces.  Seafood is flown 
in world-wide and the robata grill in 
the center of the restaurant offers a 
great view for diners.  There are also 
Roka Akor restaurants in Scottsdale 
and the Chicago area.  And just to 
distance the place from the prior 
incarnations, they changed the 
official address of the San Francisco 
location from Jackson Street to 
Montgomery, even though you enter 
from Jackson!  Might as well 
distance yourself from the bad karma 
as much as you can. 801 Mont-
gomery at Jackson. (415) 362-8887. 
www.rokaakor.com/locations/san-
francisco. 
 

* * * 
 
America’s Cup has not only brought 
seafaring speedy boats for a series of 
races the Bay… the area around the 
AC Venue has spawned a number of 
new drinking and dining destinations.  
Most noteworthy is Waiheke Island 

Yacht Club at Pier 29.  (See Geri 
Koeppel’s comments on Page 5.)  
Auckland restaurateur Tony Stewart 

has recreated the relaxed and 
unpretentious feeling of New 
Zealand establishments.  His menu 
is modern/contemporary with 
plenty of local ingredients. And if 
drinks are on your wish list, The 
Puma Yard is a temporary structure 
made out of strategically-placed 
metal shipping containers.  It 
houses the official America's Cup 
stores but also has a second level 
called The Rooftop Bar.  Can you 
say great views?  Pier 29 - The 
Embarcadero. (415) 956-1048. 
www.waihekeislandyachtclub.com/ 
 

* * * 
 
Seems quite logical to me… a great 
Jewish deli in the Contemporary 
Jewish Museum.  And that’s what’s 
opened and doing quite well.  Wise 

Sons Jewish Delicatessen at CJM 
is the latest outpost of the cult deli 
on 24th Street. The menu features all 
the New York classics including 
pastrami, corned beef and the like.  
And there’s a takeout window.  
Wise Sons shares the space with a 
cool coffee shop called De La Paz. 
It’s a Four Barrel offshoot. 415-525
-4344.  www.wisesonsdeli.com/ 

 
* * * 

 
High society seemed to be quite 
happy after the recent grand 
opening of the latest from Marlowe 
and Park Tavern owners, Anna 
Weinberg and Jennifer Puccio.  It’s 
called The Cavalier and it’s in the 
funky space off Fifth Street on 
Jessie that used to house Michel 
Richard’s short-lived San Francisco 
restaurant.  The menu?  London-
inspired brasserie meets gastro-pub. 
It’s an eye-catching space that 
evokes fox hunts and Carnaby 
Street.  There are multiple dining 
rooms of varying sizes and an all-
day bar area known as the Blue 

Bar.  The establishment is part of 

the new Hotel Zetta, a $10 million 
renovation of the old Milano Hotel.  
Coming soon in the hotel will be a 
smaller salon dining spot--
Marianne’s (named after 
Weinberg’s favorite British 
songstress, Marianne Faithfull.)  It 
will be accessed through a separate 
entrance—or, for those in the know, 
via a secret door. 360 Jessie St. at 5th 
St. (415) 321-6000. 
www.thecavaliersf.com/ 
 

* * * 
 

Also new in the FiDi is Aquitaine, a 
French-inspired bar, bistro and wine 
shop all rolled into one.  You’ll find 
this vino-ladened destination in the 
former John Walker & Co. liquor 
store space on Sutter. But now, it’s 
less of a liquor store and more of a 
little slice of southwestern France by 
way of pressed tin ceilings, 
chandeliers made from wine glasses 
and tables constructed of old wine 
barrels.  Also interesting, French fries 
served in wooden clogs! 175 Sutter 
St at Kearny.  (415) 402-5290. 
www.aquitainesf.com/ 
 

* * * 
 

Of all the exciting new dining 
destinations along the Embarcadero 
north of the Ferry Building, the one 
that seems to have received the most 
critical acclaim and business success 
is Michael Chiarello’s new Coqueta 

at Pier 5.  Those who dined at the 
previous restaurant in the location, 
Lafitte, will hardly recognize the 
place.  The bar has been moved out 
to the patio enclosure and the main 
room is all dining.  The food is 
Spanish inspired with many 
innovative and intriguing small 
plates.  You can tell how well it’s 
doing since it’s really tough to get a 
reservation. Pier 5 - The 
Embarcadero.  (415) 704-8866. 
www.coquetasf.com/ 

RESTAURANT ROUNDUP 
Bill 

Sauro’s 
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 Congestion Pricing:  Is this an idea 
whose time has arrived for San 
Francisco?  This controversial concept 
last surfaced in the public eye in late 
2010.  At that time, the San Francisco 
County Transportation Authority 
(SFCTA) issued a feasibility report 
supporting further study.  Studies are 
still ongoing and many steps—includ-
ing legislative authorization—remain 
before any final decision will be made.   
A decision to implement it is not 
imminent.  
 However, it is undeniable that the 
City is growing.  One cannot help but 
notice the increasing amount of people 
and congestion along the Embarcadero.  
There is a long list of new activities in 
the area, including America’s Cup, the 
new Cruise Terminal, the Explora-
torium, new restaurants, etc.  Given 
other development proposals such as 
the Arena at Piers 30-32, the trend is 
clear.  What to do? 
 Some people believe congestion 
pricing (which charges motorists to 
enter a certain part of a city) can be part 
of the answer. Even so, there are num-
erous variables associated with the 
design of such a program. Two scen-
arios under evaluation currently focus 
on the northeastern area of the City, the 
so-called “Northeast Cordon.”  After 
examining those scenarios, issues 
arising for residents in BCNA’s area 

 

A Message From The Board 
include: 
• Why do residents inside the 

Northeast Cordon have to 
participate?  Eighty percent of the 
automobile trips inside the 
Northeast Cordon involve vehicles 
coming from outside the cordon.  In 
addition, why should residents pay 
a fee to leave the cordon, say for 
work or school? 

• What tangible benefits would 
residents realize for any fees they 
pay?  Marginally easier travel is not 
enough. 

• Will this hurt business?  Studies say 
there would be minimal impact on 
retail, but adjustments would still 
be necessary. 

• How can we avoid this becoming a 
revenue raiser for the City’s general 
fund?  What begins as a controlled 
low-priced measure can easily 
morph out of control over time. 

 There is still time to influence the 
future of this concept.  We urge you to 
take several steps.  First, get informed.  
The information on SFCTA’s Mobility, 
Access and Pricing Study (MAPS) 
study can be found at 
www.sfmobility.com along with their 
contact information.  Second, get 
involved and communicate your views.  
Contact your condominium board, your 
supervisor, the BCNA, or the SFCTA. 
 

—Bob Harrer, President 
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